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SECTION 1: DMSS Land Acknowledgement

The Dalhousie Medical Students’ Society (DMSS) recognizes that the land we gather on is
the traditional, ancestral, unceded territory of the Mi’kmaw (Meeg-em-ah), Wolastokwiyik
(WOOQL-ah-sto-key-ick) and Peskotomuhkati (Besk-goo-doo-moo-gah-tee) Peoples. We
acknowledge them as the past, present, and future caretakers of this land as an expression
of gratitude and appreciation. These Sovereign Nations hold inherent rights as the original
peoples of these lands, and we each carry collective obligations under the Peace and
Friendship Treaties, which these nations first signed with the British Crown in 1725,
creating rules surrounding the relationship between these Nations. These treaties were, in
fact, not about ceding claims to land, but rather about rights and obligations, allowing for
what was to be an ongoing relationship between the Sovereign Nations. Section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms Aboriginal and Treaty rights in Canada.

Dalhousie University sits on the unceded, traditional territories of the Mi’kmaq (Meeg-em-
ah), Wolastokwiyik (WOOL-ah-sto- key-ick), and Peskotomuhkati (Besk-goo-doo-moo-
gah-tee) Peoples. We are all Treaty Peoples.

The DMSS also recognizes African Nova Scotians as a distinct people whose histories,
legacies, and contributions have enriched the part of Mi’kma’ki known as Nova Scotia for
over 400 years. There are many communities of African descent throughout the Maritime
region; through this statement we take the first step in effecting and influencing systemic
anti-Black racist change.

Without action, acknowledgement is empty, and we remain committed to the ongoing
responsibility of working towards truth, reconciliation, equity, and justice.



